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§ 176.710 Care following leakage or 
sifting of radioactive materials. 

(a) In case of fire, collision, or break-
age involving any shipment of radio-
active materials, other than materials 
of low specific activity, the radioactive 
materials must be segregated from un-
necessary contact with personnel. In 
case of obvious leakage, or if the inside 
container appears to be damaged, the 
stowage area (hold, compartment, or 
deck area) containing this cargo must 
be isolated as much as possible to pre-
vent radioactive material from enter-
ing any person’s body through contact, 
inhalation, or ingestion. No person 
may handle the material or remain in 
the vicinity unless supervised by a 
qualified person. 

(b) A hold or compartment in which 
leakage of radioactive materials has 
occurred may not be used for other 
cargo until it is decontaminated in ac-
cordance with the requirements of 
§ 176.715. 

(c) For reporting requirements, see 
§ 171.15 of this subchapter.

§ 176.715 Contamination control. 

Each hold, compartment, or deck 
area used for the transportation of low 
specific activity or surface contami-
nated object Class 7 (radioactive) mate-
rials under exclusive use conditions 
must be surveyed with appropriate ra-
diation detection instruments after 
each use. Such holds, compartments, 
and deck areas may not be used again 
until the radiation dose rate at every 
accessible surface is less than 5 
microSieverts per hour (0.5 mrem per 
hour), and the removable (non-fixed) 
radioactive surface contamination is 
not greater than the limits prescribed 
in § 173.443 of this subchapter. 

[Amdt. 176–37, 60 FR 50334, Sept. 28, 1995]

§ 176.720 Requirements for carriage of 
INF cargo in international trans-
portation. 

A vessel carrying INF cargo (see 
§ 176.2, under INF cargo definition) in 
international transportation must 
meet the requirements of the INF Code 
(contained in IMDG Code, 2000 edition, 
see § 171.7 of this subchapter) in addi-

tion to all other applicable require-
ments of this subchapter. 

[66 FR 33439, June 21, 2001]

Subpart N—Detailed Requirements 
for Class 8 (Corrosive Mate-
rials) Materials

SOURCE: Amdt. 176–30, 55 FR 52708, Dec. 21, 
1990, unless otherwise noted.

§ 176.800 General stowage require-
ments. 

(a) Each package required to have a 
Class 8 (corrosive) label thereon being 
transported on a vessel must be stowed 
clear of living quarters, and away from 
foodstuffs and cargo of an organic na-
ture. 

(b) A package of Class 8 (corrosive 
material) material may not be stowed 
over any readily combustible material. 

(c) Glass carboys containing Class 8 
(corrosive material) material may not 
be stowed on board any vessel, other 
than a barge, more than two tiers high 
unless each carboy is boxed or crated 
with neck protection extending to the 
sides of the carboy box. This protective 
construction must be strong enough to 
permit stacking one on top of the 
other. 

(d) A Class 8 (corrosive material) ma-
terial may not be stowed over a hold or 
compartment containing cotton unless 
the deck is of steel and the hatch is 
fitted with a tight coaming. In addi-
tion, the deck must be tight against 
leakage and the Class 8 (corrosive ma-
terial) material may not be stowed 
over the square of the hatch. 

(e) Each package of Class 8 (corrosive 
material) which also bears a FLAM-
MABLE LIQUID label must be stowed 
away from all sources of heat and igni-
tion. 

[Amdt. 176–30, 55 FR 52708, Dec. 21, 1990, as 
amended by Amdt. 176–39, 61 FR 18933, Apr. 
29, 1996]

§ 176.805 On deck stowage. 
When break bulk Class 8 (corrosive 

materials) materials being transported 
on a vessel are stowed on deck: 

(a) Provisions must be made for leak-
age from any package to drain away 
from other cargo into an overboard 
scupper or freeing port. The drainage
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may not enter an enclosed drainage 
system other than a direct overboard 
scupper. If this stowage is not prac-
tical, sufficient clean dry sand must be 
placed under and around the lower tier 
of packages to absorb any leakage. 

(b) Dunnage must be provided on the 
deck and arranged so that any leakage 
will be apparent. 

(c) Any leakage that occurs must be 
washed down, using liberal quantities 
of water.

Subpart O—Detailed Require-
ments for Cotton and Vege-
table Fibers, Motor Vehicles, 
and Asbestos

SOURCE: Amdt. 176–30, 55 FR 52708, Dec. 21, 
1990, unless otherwise noted.

§ 176.900 Packaging and stowage of 
cotton and vegetable fibers; gen-
eral. 

(a) Cotton, Class 9, NA 1365, Cotton, 
wet, Division 4.2, UN 1365, and other 
vegetable fibers, Division 4.1, being 
transported on a vessel must be se-
curely baled and bound. Each bale of 
cotton or vegetable fibers must be cov-
ered with bagging on at least three-
fourths of its surface, including both 
ends. Cut cotton linters may be accept-
ed for transportation by vessel when 
baled and covered with bagging on the 
soft sides only if the bale is compressed 
to a density of at least 512 kg/m 3 (32 
pounds per cubic foot) and it is bound 
with at least six bands per bale. Any 
poorly compressed bale or any bale 
having damaged bindings may not be 
transported by vessel. 

(b) Each bale of Cotton, wet, Division 
4.2, UN 1365 must be stowed separately 
from any bales of dry cotton or vege-
table fibers, in a ’tween deck space, and 
not overstowed. Any bale of cotton or 
vegetable fibers which is saturated 
with water may not be transported by 
vessel. 

(c) Bales of cotton or vegetable fibers 
showing contact with oil or grease may 
not be accepted for transportation by 
vessel. 

(d) Cotton or vegetable fibers must be 
stowed in a hold or compartment in ac-
cordance with the following require-
ments: 

(1) All traces of oil or residue in the 
hold or compartment must be removed; 

(2) A recently painted hold or com-
partment may not be used unless it is 
thoroughly dry; 

(3) Each ventilation cowl serving the 
hold or compartment must be fitted 
with a spark screen; 

(4) When a bulkhead of the hold or 
compartment is common with a boiler 
room, engine room, coal bunker, or gal-
ley and subjected to heat, a wooden 
bulkhead must be erected between the 
bulkhead and any cotton or vegetable 
fibers. This wooden bulkhead must be 
at least 15 cm (6 inches) from a boiler 
room bulkhead, and at least 5 cm (2 
inches) from an engine room, coal 
bunker, or galley bulkhead; 

(5) Each ’tween deck hatch must be 
closed with hatch covers, tarpaulins, 
and dunnage; however, metal hatch 
covers which are sealed by other means 
to provide equivalent protection may 
be used; 

(6) Each hold or compartment must 
be equipped with a carbon dioxide or 
overhead water sprinkler system or 
other approved fixed extinguishing sys-
tem. Before loading, the extinguishing 
system must be examined to ensure 
that it is in good working condition; 
and 

(7) Each hold or compartment must 
be clear of all debris and swept as clean 
as practicable before loading. 

(e) Naked lights or any fire likely to 
produce sparks are not permitted on 
the vessel, dock area, or on any light-
ers alongside a vessel during loading or 
unloading of cotton or vegetable fibers. 

(f) Upon completion of stowage, each 
opening must be completely closed. 
Where required, tarpaulins must be 
fitted and secured in place to provide a 
tight hold. During a period of tem-
porary stoppage of loading or unload-
ing, a hatch may be left open. However, 
during that period, a fire watch, des-
ignated by the master or officer-in-
charge, must be stationed in the hold 
or compartment in which the cotton or 
vegetable fibers are stowed. 

(g) At least one fire hose must be 
connected while cotton or vegetable fi-
bers are being loaded or unloaded. Each 
fire pump must be operated before any 
loading or unloading. Pressure must be 
maintained on each fire main during
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